SOUI‘ ce A: Tom my | n U nifor m A4 archive source sheet
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SOURCE N

TE
A genuine fam% photograph of young Tommy in uniform. Use observation before interpretation.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

* What details can you observe?
* What can clothing tell us - and what can it not tell us?
* What extra source would you want beside this photograph?
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Sour ce B: Tommy and Fellow Servicemen A4 archive source sheet

SOURCE NOTE

Family archive photograph. Use for comparison of uniform, pose and group identity.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

e What is similar about the men?
* What is different?
* What might the formal pose tell us about the purpose of the photograph?
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SourceC: Tom my in H OSpItal Blues A4 archive source sheet

SOURCE NOTE

Family archive photograph connected with wartime recovery. Avoid assuming details that the photograph itself cannot
prove.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

* What can you see directly?
* Which details need another source to explain?
e How could this photograph support work on recovery and medical care?
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Source D: Tommy with Alice

SOURCE NOTE

Family archive photograph of Tommy with his sister Alice.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

* What does this source tell us about family relationships?
e What cannot a photograph tell us about what they were thinking or feeling?
e How might the date of the photograph matter?
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SOUI‘ ce E: F| r St Wor I d War POSt car d A4 archive source sheet

SOURCE NOTE

Genuine family postcard. The handwritten note is partly difficult to read; use the transcription as a best-effort aid, not as
certainty.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

* Which words are clear?
* Which parts are uncertain?
* Why should a historian mark uncertainty rather than silently guess?
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A4 archive source sheet

SourceF: Later Newspaper Recollection

MR, Tpm::« Benson, ohn of the few who
survive to of the horrors of the Somme.
(R4753/8). !

AT 17, Tommy Benson was already a veteran in
trench warfare.

After joining the army in his home town of Ripon |
— illegally — at 16, he had spent three short monthsin »
training at Whitley Bay near Newcastle before being
sent to France with the Prince of Wales Own West

ardiff for three
e

vas in hospital Yorkshire Regiment, with which his elder brother

id been recom- airendy i

lal, and it was Almost immediately the fresh young lad who

1 1917 in Man- signed up on the spur of the moment was In the front
i line, seeing action at Ypres, St. Lol and Kemmel Hill.

wrried his child- "*If you survived more than three months you were

viabel, and later an experienced soldier, | was lucky to get through,""

erthorpe Hall in bth k.:.“ #s he remembered the scarred baitle
wi bled  lunar landscape more than the

d to the battle- French countryside we know today.
tin 1928, when it But even though Tommy was & battle-hardened
ed, and again in  trooper, he was totally unprepared for the horrors

I that awaited him on the banks of the Somme on July
memories of the 1, 1916.
idship among the me-. evening he was told to take a patrol
nonths he spent in up to the German wire and to watch for any signs of
en he would walk  the enemy moving their machine guns forward in
rery evening to see ar for an assault on their lines.
Shaw Mills 1o see i was quite a nice night and there was no sign of
|four yearsago. | any German movement. We returned 1o our lines
he peaceful village  about 3 a.m. (o see the others already out of
(@ "Beckfield'!, || trenches lying down and waiting for the order

SOURCE NOTE

A later newspaper report in which Tommy's wartime experiences are remembered many decades afterwards.

QUESTIONS FOR PUPILS
® Which claims could be checked against other records?
* What does Tommy's language tell us about memory?
* How might a newspaper shape a recollection for readers?
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SOUI‘ (6(S] G . OI der Tom my A4 archive source sheet

SOURC

ENOTE
A later family p(F?otograph. Exact setting/date should be verified from the family archive before using it as evidence for a
specific event.

QUESTIONSFOR PUPILS

* What changes when we compare young and older Tommy?
e What can a later portrait add to a study of remembrance?
* What information would a caption need to be useful?
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Source H: Postcard + Transcription Best-effort transcription

e e o T a5 R S g T T e g A TS |
F R E 3 A kK N

p o 5 s STAMP |

X PosT CARD . Postgard

58 = e | transcription
The Address to be written here e (best effort)

‘ —

Taken just as bombs
were dropped on Margate
during air raid.

Ist Dec 1914.

—_——————

Address and pencil notes are
partly illegible.

HISTORIAN'S CAUTION
The wording shown is a best-effort reading of difficult handwriting. In classroom work, pupils should be encouraged to
mark uncertain words rather than treat a transcription as infallible.

Beyond the Story Shelf | Things Left Behind Things Left Behind | Tommy Teacher Pack | 24 24



SOUI‘ ce I . CenSJS RECOI‘ d Awaiting verified scan + transcript

VERIFIED CENSUS SOURCE

Insert the genuine census scan here

with its checked line-by-line transcript.

WHY THISPAGE ISDELIBERATELY BLANK

The exact census image is not currently available in the working files. No simulated census has been created.
Once the genuine scan is supplied, this page can be replaced without changing the rest of the pack.
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